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Introduction 
WHENTHE PUBLICATIONSBoard of Library Trends 
first projected a number to be devoted to recent and current develop- 
ments affecting national libraries throughout the world, no explicit 
definition of the subject had been formulated. It was felt, however, 
that coverage should be as nearly world-wide as circumstances and 
available information might permit. It was hoped, moreover, that the 
text would be primarily concerned with changes and tendencies, and, 
particularly with their direction, rather than with descriptions or 
prevailing conditions, although it was realized that some attention 
should properly be given such considerations. 
It was at first proposed that the issue should be composed of chap- 
ters thematically arranged, each written by a distinguished colleague 
overseas. This attractive plan was subsequently and reluctantly aban- 
doned because of a tardy realization that the writers would be SO 
besieged by one another for information and commentary that they 
would have no time to organize and prepare their own contributions. 
The accepted alternative was to invite statements on specific sub- 
jects which might then be drawn together in such a way as to provide 
a conspectus of contemporary experience. For this purpose agreement 
was reached on fourteen headings designed to elucidate, by comparison 
and difference, the changes wrought by recent years. Obviously these 
headings would not, could not, have universal application; where they 
were without significant relevance, the contributor would be spared 
the drudgery of negative exposition. 
The fourteen headings were: 
1. Current concepts of the place of the national library in national 
life and policy and of its duty to the nation’s people. 
2. The effects on the library of postwar legislation and govern- 
mental decree, as well as the effects (limiting or otherwise) of its own 
charter, statutes and regulations. 
3. Modifications of the financial support of the library. 
4. New construction, remodeling, or other changes in the library’s 
physical plant and equipment. 
5. The library’s response to conditions abroad. 
6. Altered accents on acquisitions and acquisitions policy. 
7. Notable additions to the collections. 
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8. Services recently initiated or in prospect. 
9. Recent bibliographical and cataloging undertakings. 
10. Present participation in national and international cultural and 
intellectual programs. 
11. Observations on the state of the librarian’s craft, resulting from 
foreign travel. 
12. Personnel and staffing problems and the causes thereof. 
13. The relations of the library to other libraries and research in- 
stitutions. 
14. Recent trends in publishing. 
Accordingly, these were transmitted to the directors of national 
libraries throughout the accessible globe, together with an earnest peti- 
tion for collaboration. The responses, although by no means unani- 
mous, have been generous and extremely gratifying. To all of those 
who have so magnificently cooperated go the thanks of the Publications 
Board and this compiler. 
It should be clearly understood that this number is the work of 
many hands, and many minds, and many hearts. Its co-authors are: 
Frank C. Francis, Keeper, Department of Printed Books, The British 
Museum, London. 
Thomas Parry, Librarian, The National Library of Wales, Aberyst- 
wyth. 
R. J. Hayes, Director, Leabharlann Naisiunta na hBireann (National 
Library of Ireland) ,Dublin. 
Josef Stummvoll, Direktor, Osterreichische Nationalbibliothek, 
Vienna. 
Julien Cain, Administrateur Ghnhral, BibBothkque Nationale, Paris. 
Irma Merolle Tondi, Direttrice, Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale di 
Firenze, Florence. 
Nella Santovito Vichi, Direttore, Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale Vit- 
torio Emanuele, Rome. 
Alphouse Sprunck, Directeur, Bibliotheque Nationale, Luxembourg. 
Leendert Brummel, Bibliothecaris, Koninklijke Bibliotheek, The 
Hague. 
Uno Willers, Director, Kungl. Biblioteket (The Royal Library of 
Sweden), Stockholm. 
Pierre Bourgeois, Directeur, Bibliothkque Nationale Suisse (Schwei-
zerische Landesbibliothek, Biblioteca Nazionale Svizzera ),Bern. 
Adnan Otiiken, Director, Mill! Kiitiiphane (National Library of Tur-
key), Ankara. 
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Curt Wormann, Director, The Jewish National and University Li- 
brary, Jerusalem, Israel. 
Tokujiro Kanamori, Chief Librarian, National Diet Library, Tokyo, 
Japan.
J. 0. Wilson, Chief Librarian, General Assembly Library, WeKing- 
ton, New Zealand. 
Jean Rousset de Pina, Conservateur, Bibliothkque de la Rhgence de 
Tunis, Tunisia. 
Gustavo Martinez Zuviria, Director, Biblioteca Nacional, Buenos 
Aires, Argentina. 
Lilia Castro de Morales, Directora, Biblioteca Nacional, Havana, 
Cuba. 
Benjamin Godoy, Director, Biblioteca Nacional de Guatemala, 
Guatemala City. 
Cristbbal de Losada y Puga, Director, Biblioteca Nacional, Lima, 
Peru. 
Baudilio Torres, Director, Biblioteca Nacional, San Salvador, El 
Salvador. 
Reginald Harrison Hill, Librarian, The National Central Library, 
London. 
Douglas H. Varley, Secretary and Chief Librarian, South African 
Public Library, (Suid-Afrikaanse Openbare Biblioteek ), Cape Town. 
In these pages the collaborators speak for themselves. Their state- 
ments, freed from the perils of interpretation and recasting, may there- 
fore be assumed to be authentic. The only exceptions to this rule are 
those rare instances where the replies were written in languages other 
than English, and had, therefore, to be translated. To each and every- 
one who has made possible this compilation go the grateful acknowl- 
edgments of the editor. 
The reader may question the absence of references to the Library 
of Congress. An explanatory note on this library will be found in the 
closing pages of this issue. 
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